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CONFIDENTIAL MUSCAT 1325 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MOPS, MU, IR, SY 

SUBJECT: ADDED SIGNS OF FAST WINDUP OF DHOFAR WAR 

1. COMMENTS MADE TO AMBASSADOR NOV. 25 BY BRIG. JOHN AKEHURST, 
COMMANDER OF DHOFAR BRIGADE, PROVIDED FURTHER INDICATION THAT 
SAF SEES MILITARY SIDE OF DHOFAR STRUGGLE ALL BUT WON NOW THAT 
AUTUMN OFFENSIVE HAS BEEN SO SUCCESSFUL. (DISCUSSION OCCURRED 
IN SALALAH. TO WHICH OMANGOV FLEW ALL MINISTERS. MANY ROYAL 
FAMILY MEMBERS AND ALL AMBASSADORS FROM MUSCAT TO ATTEND SULTAN'S 
OPENING OF ELABORATE NEW COLOR TV AND BROADCASTING FACILITIES 
THERE.) 

2. AKEHURST SAID OMAN'S MILITARY ACTIONS OF PAST FIVE WEEKS 

HAVE PROVEN VASTLY MORE SUCCESSFUL THAN COULD HAVE BEEN DREAMED. 
HE SPOKE OF WAR AS ALL BUT OVER, THOUGH THERE MAY YET BE "ONE 
MORE BATTLE" TO ROUT REMAINING HARD-CORE REBEL FIGHTERS. WHICH 
HE ESTIMATED AT 130 IN NUMBER. OMANI/IRANIAN CASUALTIES HAD 
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RECORDED ABOUT 65 SURRENDERED ENEMY PERSONNEL (SEP), EASILY 
A RECORD. ONE SIGNIFICANT SEP ON NOV. 23 WAS A PFLO FIGHTER 
TRAINED IN MOSCOW ON USE OF SURFACE-TO-AIR MISSILES, AND HIS 
INTERROGATION IS PROVIDING USEFUL INFORMATION ON ENEMY USE 
AND DEPLOYMENT OF SAMS. 

3. REGARDING SARFAYT (SIMBA) DEFENSIVE AREA NEAR PDRY 
BORDER, AKEHURST SAID SAF FEW DAYS AGO BEGAN DLIBERATE FIVE- 
DAY PAUSE IN ALL AERIAL AND ARTILLERY COUNTER FIRE AGAINST 
CROSS-BORDER PDRY POSITIONS THAT DIRECT ARTILLERY SHELLS AGAINST 
SARFAYT. INTENTION IS TO SEE WHETHER BY THIS TACTIC PDRY MAY 

BE ENCOURAGED TO REDUCE OR CEASE ITS OWN ARTILLERY FIRE, ON 
THEORY THAT AT THIS STAGE SAF RETAILATION SHELLING AND BOMBING 
POSSIBLY ARE EGGING ON THE ENEMY AND THUS COUNTERPRODUCTIVE. 
DURING FIRST THREE DAYS OF THIS PAUSE, PDRY FIRING HAS DECREASED 
SIGNIFICANTLY EACH SUCCESSIVE DAY. 

4. WE LEARNED THAT FOREIGN MINISTER ZAWAWI SPENT NOV. 24-25 

IN TEHRAN WHERE, ACCORDING TO IRANIAN AMBASSADOR ZAND, HE SAW 
THE SHAH. ZAND THOUGHT ONE TOPIC THEIR DISCUSSIONS PROBABLY WAS 
THE CONTINUED IMPRISONMENT IN ADEN OF IRANIAN HELICOPTER PILOT 
CAPTURED EARLY THIS FALL. ZAND SAID ADENIS SUGGESTED PRISONER 
EXCHANGE INVOLVING CERTAIN OMANGOV DETAINEES, BUT SULTAN 
QABOOS RESISTING THIS. 

WOLLE 
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